
 

CHALLENGE 
INFLUENCE (WEEK 2) 

September 2, 2018 

SERIES BIG IDEA: 
Influence occurs when we accept, challenge, and encourage others. 

TEACHING BIG IDEA: 
Only when trust is built can challenge come. 

TEACHING SUMMARY: 
Trust is the foundation for our relationship with God. It takes trust to take a next step. Jesus wants us to 
take our next step so our life is influenced by Him and so that we can influence others. Part of influencing 
others is challenging them; however, a challenge without trust builds contempt. Building trust involves 
listening to others. Building trust happens before we can challenge others. Challenging others is built on 
the foundation of truth and love. Our motivation should always be to benefit others for their betterment. 
Challenges should be meaningful. Meaning comes from the hope of growing into our God-given purpose 
and potential. We therefore challenge others with their potential. We never want to challenge based on 
our own needs or pride. Understanding that potential gives hope encourages all of us to rise to the 
challenge. As we challenge others we should first establish trust. We should also look in the mirror and 
challenge ourselves. We need to continually make sure that we have the best interest of others in mind. 
We truly want to build others up by accepting, challenging, and encouraging them. 

TALK IT OVER (DISCUSS ONE OR MORE): 
How do you build trust in a relationship? How can trust be destroyed? If trust is destroyed, can it be 
rebuilt? If so, how? 

Explain why it takes trust to take a Next Step in following Jesus. 

What are ways that Jesus influences us? How does taking a Next Step with Jesus influence us? Can we 
influence others to take a Next Step if we haven’t taken one ourselves? Why or why not? 

Explain how meaning comes from the hope of growing into our God-given purpose. 

Why is it challenging to us to avoid pride and self-centeredness when we challenge others? 

Take a look at the 12 Next Steps (see http://westsideleavenworth.com/about-the-twelve). Which of the 
twelve next steps lend themselves to challenging others? Explain your thoughts. 

OTHER SCRIPTURES TO READ: 
--Ephesians 4:1-7 --Colossians 4:2-4 
--Proverb s 31:10-12 --Matthew 18:15-20 
--Matthew 5:13-16 --Hebrews 10:19-25 


