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CHALLENGE
Influence

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be 
glory both now and forever! Amen.
2 Peter 3:18 (NIV)

Jesus wants to me to take my next step so my life is influenced and I can 
influence others.

SERIES BIG IDEA:
Influence occurs when we accept, challenge, and encourage others.

A challenge without trust builds contempt.

TEACHING BIG IDEA:
People only accept our challenge when they trust we accept them.

I influence others by challenging in truth and love to benefit them for the better.

1We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things 
like this. We must not just please ourselves. 2We should help others do what is right 
and build them up in the Lord. 3For even Christ didn’t live to please himself. As the 
Scriptures say, “The insults of those who insult you, O God, have fallen on me.” 4Such 
things were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us 
hope and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled. 
5May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live in complete 
harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. 6Then all of you can 
join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
7Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given 
glory. 8Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to 
the promises he made to their ancestors.
Romans 15:1–8 (NLT)

• Make the challenge meaningful for them.

• Meaning comes from the hope of growing into our God-given potential.

• Challenge with purpose, not pride.

13I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because 
you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 14I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters, that you are full of 
goodness. You know these things so well you can teach each other all about them. You can listen to today's teaching or share this with a friend by visiting us online at 

westsideleavenworth.com/listen.
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Romans 15:13–14 (NLT)

Hope encourages us to rise to the challenge.

Initiate challenge only after:

• I’ve built trust.

• I’ve looked in the mirror and challenged myself.

• I’ve got their best interest in mind. 

Who do I need to “build up” by accepting, challenging, and encouraging them?
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